COMTEOLLHD AMERICAN SOOKCS 

. f ■. / /FiclD INFORMATION RLPOkT 

©USING OF SOURCE At'Cwwpfefci;- .'.Mi ft *< .« «r * f*lr A M mAr nMte. MWtiii*. 

» MUKM «J <teubSil honsay a- »»ydty, icfv.-i'-.M w' ibti. .■•■o.sola^*:. f. tWs«ilBy cannot be jvJfpj ff^riad to oMkd «• waS i cwury 
tW»f joorccj). 

APPRAISAL GgCONTCNl* li Context** by efts- :/^v&vf«s- ivrv vhVfcfe ><*jnss/ ft* Stefcctty if**. & r’o»iVy firua. At Dw&rftxt. S% tab* 
fo-six di Cex-xfr fcs |- 

l 

C-O-N-P-I-P-B-N-T-I-A-L 

,i*p xsmxwjozsm^ 



COUNTRY Japan/Soviet felon 



REPORT NO. 



SU8JHCT S*l«ctloa of SHORBCI N»t<ataro DATS Of REPORT Oi October 1962 

At Prt<id«tit of the Japan-Soviet Society 

NO. PAGES 3 



DATE OF 

INFO. 1 Apr 11-13 Aug oat 1962 
PLACE 4 

DATE ACQ. Japan t Tokyo C" liepteutoer 1962^ 



tkijs re UMEVAUo' i ... *?i7oRMAnoh. ao'iittz &uuhk 99 ama arr^nwc f-fwiJimi or »s Hanging. 



SOURCE: An < } Japanese C 3 from a peracas described as a reliable 

& sourer from a Japan Socialist Party member, Appraisal of Content : 3. 

' : 

1, following former Print Minister ISMIBASHI Tsnzan 0 * resignation as president 
of the Jhpan-Sorf rt Society (JSS), conflicting view* on his seccessor 
have arisen among Japanese organisations, notably the Japan Socialist 
Tarty (JSP), Japan General Council of Trade felons (Sohyo), and the 
Japan Connualst Party (JCP). In the Spring of 1962, the JSP advocated 

* the selection of OUCH! Hyoe but vat exposed by both Sohyo and the JCP, 

-B; which clearly supported former Tokyo feiversity President NAMBAM Shigeru 

for the position. More recently, it has become apparent that the USSK. 
wishes to see SHORIZI Miteutaro, president of the Yonlurl Shlmbun , assume 
the post. 

2. Soviet desires on SHOMU came about quite accidentally and nay be traced 
to the ferch 1962 visit of Ooorgl Zhukov, chairman of the Soviet State 

. Committee for Cultural kelationa With foreign Countries, to Japan. As 

V:f •/ one of hie assignments during the Japan visit, Zhukov was to pick the 
aucceaeor to ISMIBASHI as JSS president, Zhukov first approached KATA 
D Seiji, president of Tokyo feiveraity, with the proposal that KATA re-enter 
the society aa its president, RATA rejected the proposal and explained to 
Zhukov that he would not consider returning to the JSS in any capacity until 
- the JCP shoved indications of becoming more mature in its policies and 

activities. Because of this rejection and the apparent resistance of other 
0 notables in progressive circles, Zhukov decided to try to pick a candidate 

r / from conservative circles, A visit to the offices of the Nippon 

Television Company (NTT) placed Zhukov in contact with SUQfcDLI. Zhukov 
was Impressed by SHOW HI and even more ao by the naaa connunicatlooa 
facilities at the command of SHOftlKI; namely, the Tomlurl Sh imbue and 
J&t MTV. Zhukov apparently recognized the influence SHCfcHI cduld extend 

/■ through these media sad put out a feeler to SHOftlKI on the possibility 

■ s r A of having the Utter aasume the presidency of the JSS. Zhukov told 

&'h' SHDRXKX that he was interested in finding • ministerial- level member of 



C-O-N-P- I-D-B-N~T-I-A-L 
NO FOREIGN DISS flM 

OtCDP I - tecludvd fcaa autotutlc dowigr^JU* »w] declls.ii’ictioB 



«ST?JBUTION 



CDKfAC MCPLT WCAP ARPAC 500JCO USPJ NISAJ 5AP DCM6/0SI 64 99 SO 



STATE AMO’ NAVY AIR USAHJ 



Nycjzi WAR CRIMES DISCLOSURE ACT 

^ : '^nT~ 



-’V ' 



:/ Sources' r [y^ 

'"'^Ic-’lons □ 







Ic=A~L 

NO FOREIGN UISS3M 



PJT-8565 



Vr'.V *■’ ~ *.*» -■ 



- 2 - 



the Jipioese conservative c*np to fill the nctncj and felt that SHORIKI 
would be acceptable, but SHORIKI exhibited no particular reaction to 
Zhukov°s request at the time. 




When tONO Ichiro and TAKASAKI Tatsunosuke vest to the 0S51 In Apr 11 -May 
1962 to discuss JapaaoSaviet fishery problems, additional pressure me 
put on these two officiate by Soviet Government officials to 
acceptance of the OSSK^i intention to have SHORIKI become the next JSS 
president. The Soviet officials expressed their plea in terns of the 
situation that prevailed when HATOZAMt Ichiro Ms first president of the 
JSS. Since KATOTAMA ms selected for the post despite his well-known aati» 
co— uniat mod reactionary policies as a pre-war Bdocatioo Minister, the 
Soviet officials indicated that it would not be awkward for SHCRIKI to 
as s—e the poet, even though he had past connections with such a "» oppres- 
sive" ' organ as the Japanese national police. TAKASAKI f in particular, 
proulsed to exert what influence he could on SHQUII but, in a past- trip 
talk with the latter, ma rebuffed because SHCRIKI felt strongly that the 
OSS* should not be allowed to designate the leader of an internal Japanese 
organisation, SMDRIKI told TAKASAKI that, while the JSS pronoted inter- 
national good will, the responsibility to chooae a new president evolved 
upon Japanese organisations and not an outside nation. 

The USSR has, nevertheless, continued its efforts to persuade SHORIKI to 
accept the JSS position. Recently, a highly-placed Soviet Gove— nt 
official (pooaibly Soviet Deputy Premier Anastas Mikoyan), seat a personal 
letter to SHORIKI, again requesting his acceptance, Aa a consequence, 
SHORIKI consulted executives of the Toniuri Sb inbun and NTT secretly an 
the natter, but At appears that he has not changed his wind and has not 
yet accepted the offer. Soviet officials currently are planing their 
hopes, on KGNO, who nay represent a USSR "trump card" in their attenpts 
to persuade SHCRIKI, Even TAKA SAX I naintains that KONO nay be the key 
person who will cause SHORIKI to change his aind. TAKASAKI feels there 
is a definite chance that SHORIKI will ulti— tely accept the position, 
depend log upon KOMO°s skill in negotiating the problem. 




5. On the other hand, JSP sad Sohyo leaders are somewhat displeased over 

the fact that they do not have a free band in picking ISHZSA$HI°s succes- 
sor, particularly since they are busily engaged in work intended to bring 
about a constitutional improvement of the JSS. Despite such displeasure, 
both organizations have tacitly agreed that they will not oppose SHORIKI °> 
selection. On A August 1962, however, MATSUHOTO Shichiro, board chairman 
of the JSS, met with Sergey P, Suxdalev, Minister-Go— selor of the Soviet 
Bsbassy in Tokyo, and indicated that it was not likely that SHORIKI would 
accept the presidency. At the same tine, MATSUHOTO indicated the current 
views of the JSP and Johyo on the natter. 



1 : •■■■ 

! 6. Regarding SHORlKI°a inclination to accept the JSS presidency, there are 

several factors indicating favorable disposition an his parti Cal A definite 
change in the slant of the Toniuri Shinbum la noticeable — whereas In the 
post the paper followed a gens rally aati-conemnlst line, it now pro— 1- 
gates a softer line. Such recent statements as "the ptper will accurately 
report the stand of the Soviet Union" have been published in the Toniuri 
[ * Shimbun , as though excusing n shift in the paper 0 * policy. There Is _ 

little doubt that this shift reflacts the personal influence of SHORIKI. 
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(b) S8GAI£X 0 a (onitiltt«kC 7 Is Toysan Prefecture, located on the western 
const and relatively doit, is trade terns, to the OSSK« Torsos boistii 
Interests sre greatly intrigued oyer the possibilities of increased trade ' 
with tbs OSSA. There are even current plans in the prefecture to leper t 
oil fron Siberia and construct a large petroleen cosbiae. SICA I* I cannot 
afford to disregard these aoves, and bis acceptance of the JSS presidency 
would be a political windfall with respect to his standing in the Toysan 
business cnn—nlty* (c) SHCAIXI has always been a perceptive person, e*g« 9 
he lit a pioneer in Jhpan°s television and color television industry, and* 
is quick to realise the potentialities in a given situation. SBOAHCZ 
long ago forecast eventual increased trade with the OSSA and nay feel 
annunption of the JSS position would be a tinely wove if Japan* O SSA trade 
increased even wore and if he is able to take even indirect credit for • 
such an acconpliahnent. 



